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to undermine the belief that they were the Chosen People, escaped out of the land of Egypt - with John Knox as their Moses.
Therefore, when in August 1637 a complaisant Dean started to read the order of Morning Prayer in St. Giles's Cathedral, Edinburgh, a riot broke out, stools were thrown at his head, and he barely escaped with his life. Throughout the country, sympathy was on the side of the rioters, and the King's commands were everywhere defied. Charles had no wish to provoke a rebellion, but he felt that if he gave way on this point the government of Scotland would pass for ever to the nobles, who had seized the opportunity to consolidate their power by siding with the insurgents against King and bishops. In March 1638 they drew up a Covenant, asserting their determination to live and die in defence of their religion and liberties. It was eagerly signed by thousands in every class. Charles tried vainly, with the aid of his friend and principal Scottish adviser, the Duke of Hamilton, to make a party in Scotland. Hamilton was timid and shifty and wanted to stand well with both sides, while most of those who might have supported the King were terrified by the Covenanting party. By the spring of 1639 the only course that seemed possible to Charles was an appeal to his English subjects to take up arms against their ancient enemies. He met with little encouragement, but with few obvious signs that a large party in England had temporarily lost sight of their hostility to the Scotch in then-greater hostility to his ecclesiastical and civil policy. However, an army was collected and marched north to Berwick, but the Scotch had a